
Children And Youth with 
Sensory Impairments

and additional disabilities 

(CAYSI)

https://dese.ade.arkansas.gov/Offices/special-education/children-and-youth-with-sensory-impairments


https://dese.ade.arkansas.gov/Offices/special-education/children-and-youth-with-sensory-impairments


Deafblindness
● Lowest Incidence

○ Providers and families have limited 
experience with children who are 
deaf-blind

● Requires unique strategies 
● Limited incidental learning
● Limited access to information 

needed for communication, learning, 
and development

● Learning is compromised
○ 83% Sight
○ 11% Hearing
○ 3.5% Smell
○ 1.5%Touch
○ 1% Taste

According to researchers Dr. L.D. Rosenblum, Dr. Harold Stolovitch and Dr Erica Keeps. https://www.streetdirectory.com/etoday/using-the-five-senses-ecoflf.html

Deafblind

All Students

IEPs 

LOWEST INCIDENCE = 
MOST SUPPORTS

https://www.streetdirectory.com/etoday/using-the-five-senses-ecoflf.html


MISSING 

37%

A Snapshot of 
Arkansas in 2022/2023

276 
STUDENTS 



Causes of Deafblindness 2021
Most common in US with 100 or more cases of each reported every year

● CHARGE Syndrome (11 in AR)
● Down Syndrome (9 in AR)
● Usher Syndrome (4 in AR)
● Congenital Cytomegalovirus (CMV) (10 in AR)

*Notable concerns*
● Early Childhood (very few)
● Age of Referral (9 y/o)
● Transition Age 
● Severe Head Injury (12 in 

AR) 



Identification & 
Multiple Disabilities

2/5“Unable to 
test…”



Communication

Multiple 
Disabilities

Seizures, 

Ventilators, 
etc.

ATLAS or DLM



CAYSI

CAYSI

CAYSI CAYSI

Birth - 22

78 
students

11 
unknown



DeafBlind 
Simulations



Normal Vision & Hearing

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Oy6NnnyKOXc


Cortical Vision Impairment & Auditory Processing Disorder

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vSrEBcZyKUs


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PDNqwTviXWY


Learning 

Typical Child vs. Child with 
Deafblindness

Do With, 
Not For 

http://intervener.org/resources/Pyramid-of-Learning-2013.pdf


Providing Access 
to Learning 

Interveners, 
Paraprofessionals, & 

Interpreters



Support for Districts 
and Families

● On-site coaching and 
consultation Technical 
Assistance) 

● Intensive TA
● Transition

○ Kindergarten
○ Teachers (grade level)
○ High School

● Home visits, parent groups, 
parent trainings



Support for Districts 
and Families

● Professional Development
● Assistive Technology
● Access to the GEC

○ Instructional Strategies
○ Communication 
○ Literacy
○ Informal Assessments w/ 

Action Plan

FREE

Aug. 4th

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/inspiring-communication-literacy-instructional-strategies-tickets-680835556477
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/inspiring-communication-literacy-instructional-strategies-tickets-680835556477
https://eastersealsopts.org/event/inspiring-communication-literacy-instructional-strategies-2/


Support for 
Districts and 

Families - 
Communication

17

L6

https://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=ZGVmYXVsdGRvbWFpbnxlc29jYXlzaXJlc291cmNlc3xneDoxYjRlOGFlZmQ3YzA5MzBm


Support for Districts and Families - 
Communication

Communication Matrix.org

Communication Dictionary

Calendar/Schedules

https://communicationmatrix.org/


Support for Districts and Families - 
Literacy & Access to the GEC

Literacy for Children with Combined Vision and Hearing Loss

https://www.nationaldb.org/products/literacy-for-children-combined-vision-hearing-loss/
https://www.nationaldb.org/products/literacy-for-children-combined-vision-hearing-loss/
https://www.nationaldb.org/products/modules/literacy/
https://www.nationaldb.org/products/modules/literacy/


Support for 
Districts and 

Families - 
Literacy & 

Access to the 
GEC

https://www.pathstoliteracy.org/overview-literacy-children-and-youth-who-are-deafblind/
https://www.pathstoliteracy.org/overview-literacy-children-and-youth-who-are-deafblind/


Literacy

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T5XP7G_HhoM


Support for Districts 
and Families - 
Transition 

● Person-Centered-Planning
● Additional Training with ATS 
● Pre-ETS and Work Experiences
● Connections with Outside 

Agencies
○ ARS
○ DSB

● Improve Communication across 
multiple stakeholders and families

● Discovery



CAYSI'S ROLE IN TRANSITION

CAYSI begins laying the 
foundation with schools and 

families by establishing a trusting 
relationship to work together for 

greater parent/professional 
collaboration 

CONNECTING

We work with parents 
and professionals to 

change the perception 
of what Transition can 
mean for the DeafBlind 

individual 

PREPARING

We work to connect families 
and schools to our partners 
and work as a liaison as the 

new relationships are 
established and put the plan 

into motion.

ACTION



Support for Districts 
and Families - 
For our Most 
Complex Students 

Active Learning Videos: 
https://activelearningspace.org/video-index

Lucas with Slinky 

Mardi Gras Bead Curtain (Lightbox)

Jack Using a Little Room 

Jack's Progression  

Using a Resonance Board 

Voozeki with Beach Chair 

Red Mylar Pompom 

https://activelearningspace.org/video-index
https://library.tsbvi.edu/Player/16483
https://library.tsbvi.edu/Player/16485
https://library.tsbvi.edu/Player/14662
https://library.tsbvi.edu/Player/18261
https://library.tsbvi.edu/Player/18396
https://library.tsbvi.edu/Player/18260
https://library.tsbvi.edu/Player/16487


Support for Districts and Families - 
For our Most Complex Students

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9pH4c4fRgOg


Support 
for 
Families 
and 
Districts 



Considerations 
in the IEP



Unique Considerations for the IEP
Hand-UNDER-Hand

Processing Time 

Personal Identifiers

Same Vocabulary / 
consistency 

Schedule/routines

Single Color

Communication Matrix 
Recommendations 

Active Learning:

● Familiar objects 
● Add Movement
● Add Light
● Quiet Environment

Object representation 

Good Contrast (black 
background) (on person)

Interveners



Inclusion
Least Restrictive 

Environment & Least 
Dangerous Assumption



Universal Design 
For Learning

Considerations for the student 
using the UDL Principles

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FfG2rLgAIAs


Principle 1: Provide Multiple Means of Engagement
● Does the student feel safe in the learning environment?

● Does your student understand their goals?

● Is the information or activity being presented in a meaningful way?

● Is the amount of choices or options appropriate for optimizing learning?

● What supports are needed to meet class and activity challenges?

● Do they need assistance with communicating with other students and teachers?

● How can you help them stay motivated and engaged in class or in an activity?

● Is your feedback helping to increase learning efforts and motivation?



Principle 2: Provide multiple means of representation.
● Is the information accessible to your student in a meaningful way? Can 

they connect the new information to what they already know?
● Is the information being presented in their main mode of 

communication (ASL, Spanish, touch, speech, braille)?
● What different ways can information be presented to optimize learning 

(video, pictures, digital books)?
● Do they understand the vocabulary and symbols used in class?
● Do they need assistance in simplifying the information being 

presented? What learning strategies or supports do they need to 
optimize learning?



Principle 3: Provide multiple means of action and expression.
● Does your student need assistance with navigating the physical environment?

● What tools and assistive technology do they need to optimize learning and 
participation in class?

● What are the different ways they demonstrate what they know?

● What are the different ways they approach problem-solving?

● How many opportunities are there for them to practice what they are learning?

● Do they need assistance in accessing information?

● How do they know if they are learning or not?



Inclusion for students with Deafblindness

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HJENMThDg0k
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fP_n9SAkP3Q
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PcWXiFWMuUY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8ZYQelaAxCI


Inclusion for students with Deafblindness

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pnXl-mzwjmU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5D3QA5MLkg8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=klv9pZ6pscg


How you can help CAYSI 

● Make Connections in your 
Community
○ With early childhood facilities 
○ With potential employers

● Sharing our Information
○ Families
○ Part C Providers
○ EIDT Centers UAMS Kids First, 

Friendship, Pediatrics Plus, etc. 
○ Pediatric Facilities 
○ Medical  Professionals (Nurses, 

Optometrists, Opthamologists, 
TSVIs, TODs, Audiologists, etc)

● Make Referrals 
○ Early Childhood
○ School Age
○ Look at your students with 

Complex needs and Multiple 
Disabilities

● Complete the Census
○ Deadlines 
○ Contact Information

■ Service Providers 
■ Family

○ Accuracy
■ Syndrome
■ Category
■ Current School 



Contact Us

Jennifer Bishop Michelle Alvarez


