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Before we start, let’s 
agree to consider a few 
things please…

 









Talk about 
it!

Say hello to 
a neighbor

and
share a 
quick 

thought!





Original Phonics 
First Page

● Reduce number 
of words and 
sentences

● Enlarge text

● Provide words only 
in larger font



Provide visual checkpoints on any assignment



Why is Accessibility 
for ALL Learners 

Important?









What Can I do to 
Make my Classroom 
and Instruction for 
Accessible for ALL
Universal Design for Learning 
(UDL) is a set of curriculum 

design and delivery principles 
aimed at creating an inclusive and 
accessible learning experience for 

students.



How can UDL 
principles support 

assistive technology 
for learning and 
assessing in a 

standard, unit, or 
lesson?

Consider how students:
1. Can engage in the 

lesson or instruction 
aligned to the 

standard
2. Access the content

3. Show what they 
know and can do





Differentiated Instruction vs. 
UDL

DAILY

During 
Planning

Both types of differentiation are important to 
engaging, equitable, and robust student 

learning.



You can’t add blueberries 
at the end and call it a 
blueberry muffin. ~ Cordelia Dillon

Effective supports should be pre- planned 
(and taught!) to make instruction and 

assessment accessible.

Begin with the end in mind.
You can’t add 

blueberries at the 
end and call it a 

blueberry muffin.



Universally designed classrooms are not a 
reality (yet) for all schools, but the goal today is 
for you to leave with actionable strategies and 
resources to better support diverse students in 

any setting.



First, Why This Matters: Our Diverse Classrooms Today
How do you define  'diverse learner' ?

Students with IEPs/504s

English Language Learners (ELLs)

Students with executive function challenges

Students with socio-emotional needs

Gifted learners

Students from varied cultural and socio-economic backgrounds



Potential Challenges Diverse Learners May Face
-Academic gaps

-Social isolation/feeling misunderstood

-Difficulty with traditional instruction methods

-Lack of appropriate accommodations or 
modifications

-Language barriers

-Behavioral challenges especially those stemming 
from unmet needs



Practical Strategies for Differentiating Content and 
Supporting Student Needs - 

Tiered Readings/Texts: Providing texts on the same topic at different 
Lexile levels.

Graphic Organizers/Visual Aids: Scaffolding comprehension for 
complex concepts.

Vocabulary Support: Pre-teaching, word walls, glossaries.

Access to various media: Videos, audiobooks, hands-on manipulatives.

Pre-assessments: Informing what content needs to be reviewed or can 
be skipped.





How can I quickly and 
effectively  make the work 
accessible for my diverse 

students?



AI can help educators:
Reduce the paperwork burden,
make lessons more accessible,
tailor support for students, and
generate resources and tools…
and all of these are FREE for 

educators!



https://www.edweek.org/technology/the-pros-and-con
s-of-ai-in-special-education/2024/05



Adapt text to match reading levels

Present content in varied formats

Ask for differentiated teaching strategies

Use analogies and real-life examples

Create visuals in diverse styles

Design varied assessment options

Produce audio support for texts

Build tasks around student interests





AI for assisting with accessibility: Google Gemini 















Kahnmigo







Common IEP 
Accommodation:

Short step by 
step directions to 
complete a task 
or assignment





















Chat GPT



Using this 9th grade Arkansas 
Standard, create a graphic organizer to 
help a student with written expression 
deficits who has an IEP: 9.W.5.P: 
Organize writing logically, composing 
an introduction, body, conclusion, 
and/or purposeful reflection when 
appropriate. 



Using this 9th grade Arkansas 
Standard, create a graphic 
organizer to help a student with 
written expression deficits who 
has an IEP: 9.W.5.P: Organize 
writing logically, composing an 
introduction, body, conclusion, 
and/or purposeful reflection 
when appropriate. 



Using this 9th grade Arkansas Standard, create a graphic organizer to help a student with 
written expression deficits who has an IEP: 9.W.5.P: Organize writing logically, composing 
an introduction, body, conclusion, and/or purposeful reflection when appropriate. 



























Arkansas Accessibility for ALL



Arkansas Accessibility for ALL



Equatio



Read and 
Write



But we have 
scripped 

curriculum that 
we are required 

to follow!







One More Resource for AI




